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ASK FOR REPEAL
OF COMPULSORY
VACCINATION LAW

Petitioners Assert Inocula-
tion Not the Reason Small-
pox Has Been Brought Un-

der Control
From Our Specinl Reporter
Boston, Mareh 23—Asserting vacel-

natlon “canues disease and death, op-
ponents of compulsory Inoculntion
agalnst smalpox, armed with infor-

matlon which they clalm proves thelr
contentlon, ursed.the leglslative com-
mittee on public health today to fa~
vorably report on a proposnl to nbal-
ish compulsory ‘vacclnation as
requlsite to schoal attondance, They
Told that greater sanitation alono has
Teduced the number f smallpos cases.
Mrs Othilie Lawson of Arlington,
ehalrman of the committes for medi-
cal freedom, said it was not the bill's
intention to prohibit vaccination, but
stmply to allow cltizens their constl-
tutional right to decide whether they
wanted_such treatment.
Says Vaccinatlon Does Not Prevent

2

Mrs Tessica Henderson of Wayland,
accrolavystreasurer of the commlttee,
n\d compulsory vaccination has been
in force in this state for §2 years and
In that time it has been proved that
not only does it not pravent smallpo:
but it cripples for life and caus
death in some cases. Sho stated that
the 1835 Legislature, In passing tho
eded its rights
and encroached on the constitutional
prerogatives of the people. In nm-
1874, she stated. altor 68 years of v
cination in tho state, acomred | (he
grentest smallpox epidemic in Massn-
chusetts Rhistory, wherein vacelnated
people died as readly as unvaecl
nated. Sanitatlon and not vaccination
has brought smallpox under control,
she asserted, and “we question wheth-
er physicians have the right to st
thelr services on ‘the public u! the\
do néw under the law."”

Mrs Henderson polnted to the con-
dition in Australln wRh the lowest
smallpox death rate in tho world, vet
only 23, per ccnt of Its Inhabltants
are vacclnated, In New York state In
ong cpidemle, she. said, 27 vaccinated
children died from smallpox, and more
than 100 were seriously harmed. She
submitted petlilions cnnh.nlnp thou-
#ARds of names, she said, nsking for
repeal of the compulsory Taw.

Mrs Grace Corlew of Lowell em-
phasized the potnt that a question of
personal -liberty is Involved in the
compulsory law. affecting the human
body, which s “sacred to its owner.”
WIth her husband in charge of the
Middlesex county truant school in
North Chctmsford for 11 vears, she
that not one death had oc-
curred there and their policy had al-
ways been cleanllnosa and isolation

rom thoso who were sick, Instend of
uslng medicine exclusively. She de.
inoculation places a

terrific

former seeretary
Frank G. Allen and to
Winston -Churchill, sald there 18 no
much thing ns pure vaceino. since it
was a polson to begin with, More
people are dying today from vaccinn-

_tlon than from smalipox itself, he as-

serted, and the dlsease has heen ve-
duced to minimum In the abolition of
flth attendant to progress of clviliza-
tlon.

Reprosentative John 3. Glimartin of
Fitchburg doudted that his elty had
nn opidemic of smallpox In 1032 as
was stated at the tlme. He claimed
somebody mnda & mistake and it was
covered up.. Forty thousand npersons
were vaceinated at the time and’ he
talked with physicians who were not

. vacelnated themselves and who sald

there wag na smallpox
Others .who spoke in_favor of thc

Pittsfield and Dﬂr

Jane Walker of New Bedford.
Mar:ln‘n't‘d.n vote of the audience
showed more than 100, Jhe majority

tondance, a8 in favi
m'D".l'l glun vy D. Chm‘lwk}k. stato hoalth
o

———

{loss the latter month of 2.9

commlssluner, in opposition, gave fig-
ures showlng incldence of smallpox
mong porsuns veceinated. In 1981
he sald, a carrler al a dance there
thore jvera 35 persons communicated
tho diseass to tho only unvaccinated
porsons, the othor 84 escaplng. In an-
other outbreak, slx persons were ex:
posed and (he five unvacclnated con-
trncted the scourge, the vacclnnted
person escaping. Siee February, 1932,
there hrs not beon n ense's! smallpoy
In this state, he sald, and ocontended
this proved the efficacy of the inocu-
Jatlon. Hao sald a checkup at Fitch-
burg after the 1932 ontbronk, fallad
to revenl a doctor who altiibuted
deaths to vacelnatlon, He sald amall-
In the states

pox s previlent only
Hml lack compulsory vaeclnation
DY Trodorick Russell, professor of

preventive medletne at Harvard school
of preventive medicine, sald Masse-
chusetts has fewer cases of smullpox
than any other.stalo In the Union.
which 8 self-evident proot the
law is good and ‘that it Is intolligentiy
ontorcod. While at a_svorld medical
conferance at Genevn, Dr Russell snid
he was ropranched for the smallpox
record of the United States and had
to reply that tho conditlon wes dua
to states Iacklng compulsory vacclnr-
tion laws. "It s tho ‘gold star’ states
which give us our bad reputation in
Burope” ho_ asserted, referrlng to
states so called by the sponsors of
the repeal leglglation,

SLIGHT EMPLOYMENT
LOSS IN FEBRUARY

Springfield and  Holyoke
Show This While Pittsfield
Has Very Small Gam

From Our Speclnl Repor

Boston.” Mren 35-Ono bundrea
and fifty-two wholesale and retnil
trade oullets in the’ city of Spring-
field, making monthly statistical re-
ports to the state Adepartment of
inbor and industrics, had 3812 persons
on thelr payrolls for tha midweck of
Februnry, ngningt 3513 the
January midweok, 1 Fobruary 1oss n(
0.8 per cent. Their nggreknte pn.
for the Janunry week was 350,781,
Sompayed with §83498 In February, &
er cent.

Forty-two such outlets In Holyoke
reported total employment in Febri-
and in January, of 8

total_weekly pryroll in Jnnuary, was
$18133, and In February, $17,010,
drop of 12 per cent,

Thirty-nine such outlets In Pitts-
fleld employed 9933 In Janumry and
9935 in Februnry, n gnin of 0.2 per
cent: mnd thelr ageregate payroll in
the_Januavy week was §18.586, and
In February, a ga! 0.4 per cemt,

It in estimated thnt 65 per cent of
all omployes in such establisnments
In the state are represented in t
atn. Changes which occurred in the
19 leading trado clties varled, due to
local conditions, but tew changes of
importance were noted, Rnd none were
attributed to uny one factor, except
the specin) February sales by one
chain department store group, the re-
port stnd

fotnl ot 4909 outlets fn the stato
reported 86,034 employes in February
and 85034 In Junuarvy, o Fobruary
Toss 80 empioyes, or 0,6 per cent,
The ngeTeate weakiy payroll of theso
Dlaces was $1,§23,278 In February and
§1.892671 in Juntiary, o Tebruary loss
of Sﬂ(wi or 0.6 nnr

STATE HOUSE NOTES

From Our Spi

\
West Springheld. Vo Passes Tests |

oston, March 23-~The state clvil
sorvice department has made public
 lIst of 13 porsons who havo passe
tests 10 be eliglble for appointments,
Mabel F. Martin of 133 Margan rond,
West Springfield, thivd cn a list
for cholce of a position as hend of
resenich 1em-nlng ln the stato health
commlwlonurs V]
$5000 n yenr.
the ellgible Lst now nolds the past.
tlon provisionally.

Eliglhle for Holchertown School Tost

Throo women were announced by
the civil service dopartment today a:
eligibla for appointment to a poaltion




